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As site of the first Diocese of the West, Bardstown allows you to immerse yourself in our religious 

spirit with visits to The Basilica of St. Joseph Proto-Cathedral, the Abbey of Gethsemani or the Sisters 

of Charity of Nazareth.    

 

Set the stage for your own spirited memories when you experience My Old Kentucky Home and the 

Stephen Foster Story, vintage trains, and museums dedicated to the Civil War, railroads and bourbon. 
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distilleries, where you can see the art of Bourbon-making being practiced 

much as it was 200 years ago.  See and taste the rich amber color and natural 
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In Bardstown, the heart of Bourbon Country, the spirit and tradition of this 

bourbon legacy lives on today.  Nestled in the scenic countryside, you will 

find five operating distilleries. Bardstown hosts an annual Kentucky Bourbon 

Festival and features a museum of whiskey history in Kentucky.  

Come see why Bardstown is to bourbon what Napa Valley is to wine.  

Bourbon Country USA 

Dawn Przystal, Vice President, Tourism Expansion & Marketing  

Bardstown-Nelson County Tourist & Convention Commission  

One Court Square, Bardstown KY 40004  Ê  www.visitbardstown.com  

800.638.4877  x 114 Ê  dawn@bardstowntourism.com  



Quick Facts 

The Civil War Museum is considered one 

of the top 4 in the country.  

Over 50,000 people from 37 states and 13 

countries attended the 14th Annual 

Kentucky Bourbon Festival held in 

Bardstown September 2006. 

The Diocese of Bardstown once included 

what is nine present-day states. 

Local Attractions 
Abbey of Gethsemani 

Around The Town Carriage  

Bardstown Historical Museum  

Basilica of St. Joseph Proto-Cathedral 

Bernheim Arboretum & Research Forest 

Bishop Flaget House at St. Thomas 

Chapeze House 

Civil War Museum of the Western Theater  

Heaven Hill Bourbon Heritage Center  

Heaven Hill Distilleries Trolley  

Jim Beam American Outpost 

Kentucky Railway Museum  
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My Old Kentucky Dinner Train  

My Old Kentucky Home State Park  

Museum Row at Old Bardstown Village  

Old County Jail  

Old Talbott Tavern  

Oscar Getz Museum of Whiskey History  

Sisters of Charity of Nazareth 

Springhill Winery  

Stephen Foster-The Musical 

WicklandɭThe Home of Three Governors 

Bardstown is a little jewel, frequently described as a pristine, picture -postcard paradise for 

nostalgia buffs.  It is as clean and clear as a Disney re-creation, except these cobblestone 

streets and 18th and 19th century mansions are the real thingȱOn a warm, still day 

downtown, the air is sweet with the aroma of sour mash wafting up from the distilleries.  

The 100 Best Small Towns in America  by Norman Crampton 

Geographically Speaking 

Nestled in the rolling hills of 

Central Kentucky, Historic 

Bardstown, is 45 miles south of 

Louisville, near I -65, and 60 miles 

west of Lexington on the 

Bluegrass Parkway. 

Miles from Bardstown to:  

Atlanta, GA  399 

Chicago, IL 341 

Cincinnati, OH  145 

Cleveland, OH 382 

Columbus, OH  247 

Detroit, MI  394 

Indianapolis, IN  155 

Memphis, TN  365 

Nashville, TN  155 

Philadelphia, PA  424 

St. Louis, MO 314 

One of the Best Small Towns in America 
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Your groups will enjoy the shows at the Bluegrass 

Entertainment Center.  There are numerous shows 
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the Music Man Sound Stage with Oldies from the 50s and 60s.   

 

The Stephen Foster 

Story  ÒÐÊÒÚɯÖÍÍɯÐÛɀÚɯƙƖÕËɯ
season on June 12.  Your groups 

will love the timeless appeal of 

ÖÕÌɯÖÍɯ ÔÌÙÐÊÈɀÚɯÓÖÕÎÌÚÛ-

running outdoor musicals.  

 

Many other concerts and entertainment options  

are available throughout the season. 


